Teacher Notes
What is ‘I’m a Scientist’?
You can read this to your students to brief them about the event.
It may help to have the website (inthezone.imascientist.org.uk) up on a projector or interactive whiteboard
whilst you describe the event.
I’m a Scientist, Get me out of Here! is an online event where you get to meet and interact with real
scientists. It’s in the form of an X Factor-style competition between the scientists. You submit questions
which the scientists will try to answer by the next day. These stay on the site so you can read the questions
other students have already asked, and the scientists’ answers. You can have live online Facebook-style
chats with scientists where you get to ask the scientists questions and learn more about them.
You get to vote for the scientist that you think should win a prize of £500 to promote their work. Every week
a student from each zone will win a £10 gift voucher prize for asking the best questions and engaging with
the scientists.
Each of you will get an Access Code card which you’ll use to register on the site. You’ll be asked to choose
a username and password. Write them on the Access Code card and don’t lose it. You’ll need it to log onto
the site. You’ll also be asked for an email address and your school’s name. Giving your email address will
mean you’ll be kept up to date with answers to your questions and evictions of scientists.
Once you’re on the site you’ll be able to do the following:
Meet the Scientists – there are five scientists competing for your votes. They have each posted a profile and
answered some set questions. (You will hopefully cover this in more detail in Lesson 2: Meet the Scientists.)
			

				ASK - You have the chance to ask the scientists whatever question you like.
They’ll try to answer by the next day and you’ll get an email to let you know
it has been answered. Questions and answers remain on the site so have a
look around and see what others have asked before you pose your own
question. (Lesson 2: Meet the Scientists will help prepare.)
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CHAT - Live chats are your chance to ask questions and let scientists know
your opinions. (Lesson 3: Live Chat has more details on this.)
				

Vote X

VOTE - You vote for the scientist you think should win a prize of £500 to
promote their work. You can vote at any time and your final vote is the one
that counts. In the final week from July 9th you can vote again and the
scientist with the most votes that week will be the winner.

You have been allocated five scientists, who will be In the Zone during the week of your live chat. You can ask
them questions anytime, up to July 6th. You can also ask questions of the other scientists on the site. Each week
a different set of 5 scientists will be In the Zone. You can ask any scientist any question at any time.
Created by Gallomanor, supported by the Wellcome Trust.
Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK licence.
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How much time should you spend on it?
Maximum: 6 hours
Including interacting with scientists on the website and all lesson plans there is enough material for about 6
hours of lessons, depending on what you decide to use.
Average: 3-4 hours
Most teachers will do at least Lessons 1-3.
Minimum: 2 hours
This will usually be 1 introductory lesson, 1 homework of reading more about the scientists and submitting
questions and 1 lesson of live chat with the scientists
Be warned:
Most teachers, when asked what they would do differently next time said, ‘spend more time on I’m a Scientist’.

Teacher tips – other teachers’ experiences
In every event we ask teachers in a feedback survey what they would do differently if they ran the event
again. Here are the most common answers, in order of popularity:1. Spend more time on the event
2. Involve more students
3. More preparation time – especially before live chats
“ Prepare the class more, carry out the discussions first. Get them thinking about what scientists do,
and the decisions they have to make.”
	“I’d spend more time working with the group looking at the sort of questions they might like to ask. I
did some of this but a number of students persisted in asking ‘trivial pursuit’ type science questions”
There are better ways to use the event than using scientists as Googlers.
4. Use the provided resources more
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How do the lesson plans and the activities work together?
1. “You’re the Judges!” Coming to it cold, students may just vote for the scientist with the nicest photo, or
the best joke. This lesson plan gets students thinking about some of the deeper issues, while still giving
them ownership of the criteria they come up with (rather than telling them what to consider). There’s no
right or wrong answer, but all students should have thought about how we judge scientists a little by taking
part. Do the exercise interactively using the web ranking system we have produced and we can share how
other classes have ranked the critieria.
2. Interaction with scientists and voting gives students practice at using these skills and giving them a
real say about something gives them a reason to engage.
3. “Drugs in Sport debate” models debate and discussion in a structured way and starts to build their
discussion (and listening) skills.
“ The IVF debate went on for two lessons and they started defending their viewpoints which they
wouldn’t have done before. They also began to see all sides of the argument rather than have a
blinkered approach.”
Rachel Cockburn, teacher, Hetton School, Sunderland

Lesson Plans
There are many ways to use the I’m a Scientist event.
We’ve put together four lesson plans and we recommend
that you use at least Lessons 1, 2 and 3. These lesson
plans were developed in consultation with teachers and
have been extensively tested. Most have found them
extremely helpful.
Format: Starter/activity/plenary
Suggested adaptations: For lower and higher ability groups
Timings: Designed for 50 mins
Purpose: Develop HSW skills and deepen learning
(see back page for more details)
Further resources (including PowerPoints for each lesson):
Online at inthezone.imascientist.org.uk/teachers
There is a summary of all four lessons plans on the back page.
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